
  

Peak Oil and Rural Transition
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Alberta Oil



  

U.S. Shale Oil



  

Oil Price depends on Money Supply



  

Limits to Growth



  

NGL and Decline Slope



  

Green Transition Not-Enough-Minerals



  

Where are we? Scarcity Industrialism

● Scarcity Industrialism characterized by energy conservation.
● Slow deteriororation of services as society grinds to a halt.
● EU is ahead of the curve, over 55,000 companies closed in 

2023 in France alone. 
● Most heavy industry has shut off, and medium industry is 

shutting down as well. 
● In Canada people can’t afford housing and are living in the 

tents.



  

EROI Basics, Service decline

● EROI 14, enough to pay for arts    (90s)
● EROI 12, enough to pay for healthcare (2010s)
● EROI 9, enough to pay for a school system (2020s?)
● EROI 7, enough to pay truck drivers, farmers (2030s?)
● EROI 5, enough to truck commodities other than fuel (2040s?)
● EROI 3, enough to truck the fuel
● EROI 1, enough to dig a hole to look at fuel



  

EROI (Energy Return on Investment)
Renewables for residential. 

Nuclear/Hydro for industrial.



  

Where are we headed? Salvage Economy
● In Salvage economy most energy is embeded energy. So wrecking 

crews taking apart sky scrapers and landfills are some of the more 
profitable ventures.

● Unless there is land distribution crime will continue to increase as 
people are unable to meet their needs in urban areas.  

● It is good idea to promote local scrapyards, recycling, and 
accumulation of high energy metals for the future salvage economy

● Mass Dreams of Future: 4 lifestyles: Urban, Rustic, Indigenous, Sylvan



  

Urban Lifestyle: Salvage post collapse

Urban Timeline dystopic underground military bases (till 54 yo)



  

Rustic Lifestyle: Amish/Mennonite

Amish Rustic timeline of horse and buggy annual till (till 56 yo)



  
Indigenous Survivalist lifestyle, hunting gathering (till 70 yo)

Indigenous Survialist Lifestyle



  New Age Sylvan food forests, organized community (89+ yo)

New Age Sylvan: Food Forest Communities



  

What Can Work?

● People homesteading, growing their own food and firewood with 
manual labour.

● A church of 60 people could support equine or bovine transport.
● A village of 360 could support a biogas vehicle, kiln or forge.
● A neighbourhood of 5,000 having farmers markets and store.
● A city of 55,000 having thorium reactor for industrial production.
● County of 700,000 having radio, internet and rail for connectivity.



  

Family of 6 Homestead
● Carrying capacity in South Ontario is 1-2 hectare per capita. 
● Family homestead of 6 would need 6-12 hectares. 



  

Optimal Farm Size: 5-10 hectares (12-25 acre)



  

Community Church of 60 with animal transport



  

Village of 360 with BioGas production facility



  

Neighbourhood of 5040 with markets and stores



  

City of 55,000 with thorium industrial 
manufacturing



  

County of 720,720 with rail/road and 
communication networks



  

Recommended Policies Federal

● Opening up crown land for homesteading of sustainable size 
lots 10-20 hectares. Allowing for waterway accessible lots.  



  

Recommended Policies Provincial

● Through WOWC and AMO can lobby for a 
Land Protection Act to set cap on per capita land ownership
10-20 hectares for South Ontario. Surplus sold to citizens on 
market or adding family onto title.



  

Recommended Policies County

● Allowing/encouraging sustainable living practices,
including rainwater collection, compost toilets, local building 
materials.

● Set maximum single family lot size to be in the 10-20 hectare 
range.

● 30-50m offset and hedge from road to avoid roving bandits.
● Support a county radio, fiber optic, and consider rail.
● Encourage sustainable rural homesteads and orchards



  

Recommended Policies Municipal

● Set minimum lot size to be 1 hectare for single person occupancy. 
● Affordable housing at sustainable density, of at least a hectare per 

capita. 
● Allow temporary housing permits to enable residents to live on 

their land while they are building more permanent structures.
● Community Development Plans: Encourage the formation of 

community associations such as churches and villages in 
homestead areas to foster collaboration, resource sharing, etc.



  

Grey County Collaboration

● How am I helping with the transition?
● I email County Councillors on Friday mornings.
● I attend county meetings, and am available for consultation.
● Further involvement? At councillors discretion.
● I run an IT business, and a proof of concept tree seedling 

business, selling at venues like Keady Farmers Market.
● I attend Glad Tidings Mennonite Fellowship in Tara. 



  

Rural Transition Discussion
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